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Downtown Merchants celebrate new Capital City Cash by offering discounts to encourage people to use up the old Capital City Cash
Montpelier, VT—Capital City Cash, a gift certificate accepted at most downtown businesses, got a facelist this month.  However, $15,000 of the older-style Capital City Cash that has been purchased has yet to be redeemed.  In order to encourage people to redeem the older certificates for purchases, merchants will be offering an additional 10% off purchases made with Capital City Cash from Friday, November 27 through Sunday, November 29.  Merchants participating in the sale include, among others: No. 9 Boutique, Phoenix Rising, The Book Garden, The Cheshire Cat, Global Gifts, Buch Spieler, Splash, Athena’s, Onion River Kids, Onion River Sports, The Shoe Horn, and The Skinny Pancake.
Ten years ago, the Montpelier Business Association, the downtown merchant’s group that preceded Montpelier Alive, created Capital City Cash to encourage support of our local businesses.  The certificates make great presents and help keep our dollars local.  Merchants see the benefit as soon as someone redeems Capital City Cash for purchases.  Over the last decade, $15,000 worth of Capital City Cash has gone unclaimed.  About $14,000 of Capital City Cash is purchased each December.  Over the last decade an average of $1500 per year of purchased Capital City Cash go unused.  
The new certificates are small enough to fit into most wallets.  Montpelier Alive director Suzanne Eikenberry hopes that will be enough to get people to use the certificates.  She states, “Capital City Cash is a great program to help people keep their gift-giving local.  But people need to spend the certificates they receive in order for it to be effective.  The old-style certificates were larger, and many people did not keep them in their wallets, where they would have been handy to use for downtown purchases.”  The new certificates come in pre-printed quantities of $5 and $20 and are enhanced with more security features.  Merchants will continue to accept both the older and the new Capital City Cash, even those with expiration dates that have passed.
To learn more about Capital City Cash and to download a list of participating merchants, visit: http://montpelieralive.org/capital_city_cash
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