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Earth Day Event
Recycling Hits Downtown Montpelier Streets
Montpelier, VT—Eight sidewalk recycling bins will be unveiled in Montpelier’s City Hall Plaza on Earth Day, Wednesday April 22, 2009 at 5pm.  The bins purchased by the Montpelier Downtown Community Association (MDCA) provide easy opportunities to recycle throughout the downtown.  This will not only keep our streets and sidewalks cleaner; it will also affirm Vermont’s capital city’s commitment to protect the environment to residents and visitors alike.  

At the official unveiling of the new recycling bins, Montpelier Mayor Mary Hooper, MDCA President Linn Syz, and a student from Montpelier High School Earth Group and Association of Vermont Recycler’s Youth Environmental Coalition will say a few words and drop symbolic pieces of recyclables into the bin.  This summer, the students along with a citizens group are attempting to make the Capital City Farmers Market a zero-waste event.  The recycling bins represent an important step to reaching a zero-waste goal in Central Vermont.

The bins will be maintained and emptied by the City of Montpelier.  Working with the City, the Montpelier Downtown Community Association devised a simple method for emptying the recycling bins.  The recycling bins will use clear liner bags.  When the City contractor who empties the trash cans empties the recycling bins, he will be able to easily separate the trash from the recycling, assuring the integrity of the project.  
MDCA Executive Director Suzanne Hechmer states: “Finding a system of emptying the recycling bins was a key part of the project.  We were concerned not only that the recycling reach the correct waste stream, but also that citizens realize that it is being separated from trash, even though the full bags will be collected by the same truck that collects the trash.”  After collection, the trash and recycling bags are brought to dumpsters at the City Public Works Garage.

Before deciding to purchase recycling bins, the MDCA Design Committee tested out two recycling bins on downtown streets this fall.  Design Committee Chair Paul Carnahan reports: “We were happy to see that very little trash went into the recycling bins.  A few years ago when a similar test was done, the recycling was cluttered with trash.”  Central Vermont Solid Waste District’s move to single stream recycling a few years ago made street recycling in Montpelier possible, since all recyclables can now be mixed together. 
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